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inch; a set of two taken on the 10th of October, 1892, 
(A) 0°65 x 0°48 inch, (B) 0°65 x 0°47 inch. 

Gould describes this species as having all the under 
surface white, tinged with brownish buff, and the base of the 
lower mandible pearl-white. In the specimen forwarded the 
throat is comparatively white, and the, bill is of a uniform 
deep olive-black. This species is often the fostcr-parent of 
one of the Bronze Cuckoos, the eggs of which are of a deep 
olivaccous brown, minutely marked with small black dots on 
the larger end, and not unlike the eggs of Lamprococcysr 
plagosus, but larger, darker, and the surface of the shell 
smooth and glossy. Three Cuckoo’s eggs taken from dif- 
ferent nests of Gerygone magnirostris measure as follows :— 
(A) 0°83 x 0°55 inch, (B) 0°78 x 0°53 inch, (C) 0°8 x 0°53 inch. 
The average measurement of six eggs of L. plagosus taken 
from nests in the neighbourhood of Sydney is 0°72 inch in 
length by 0°51 inch in breadth. 


XXXVII.—WNotes on the Synonymy of some Palearctic Birds. 
By H. E. Dresser, F.Z.S., F.L.S. 


I. EMBERIZA SAHARA. 
Havine recently been busy with the synonymy of some of 
the Palearctic birds, I have had occasion investigate the 
original description of Emberiza sakare. Dr. Sharpe (Cat. 
® Brit: Mis. Si. p. 963) gives it as “Tristram, MiS 
1859, p. 295 ;” but this is clearly an crror, for the species 
was known by that name several years before 1859, and 
Canon Tristram certainly did not there deseribe it, or claim 
to do so—he merely included it im his list of Algerian 
birds as “ Fringillaria sahare of Bonaparte,” and remarked 
on the differences between it and Emberiza striolata. The 
earliest reference to the bird that I can find is that of Mal- 
herbe, who in his list of the birds of Algeria (1835) attributed 
the name to Levaillant, jr., as “ Emberiza sahari, Levaill., jr., 
Expl. se. Alg, Ois. pl. ix. bis, fig. 2,’ and in lis preface, 
referring to this work, writes: “‘ L’Exploration scientifique 


376 Mr. H. E. Dresser on the Synonymy 


de PAlgérie, dont il wa paru, pour Pornithologie, que quinze 
planches, saus aucun texte, parait malhcurcusement ne pas 
devoir se continuer.” This shows clearly that the plate 
of this Bunting, but not the letterpress, had been issued 
some time previous to 1855, and therefore it became neces- 
sary to ascertain the date when this plate was published. 
For this purpose I commenced a systematic search amongst 
the French booksellers’ trade-catalogues, and notices of 
works published, between 18-48 (when the first portion of the 
Nat. Hist. of the ‘Expl. scient. de PAlgérie’ was issued) and 
1855, without any result beyond ascertaining that the first 
instalment of the Vertebrates (“ Reptiles et Poissons,” par 
A. Guichenot) was issued, in one fasciculus, in 1850. My 
next step was to hunt amongst the libraries, in order to 
ascertain if any copy of this fasciculus existed with the 
original covers. The result was that I fortunately dis- 
covered a copy of this fasciculus, or volume, at the British 
Muscum, bound in the original paper cover in which it was 
issued. I thus ascertained that this fasciculus contained the 
letterpress of the “ Reptiles et Poissons,’ together with the 
whole of the plates of Vertebrates, Mammals, Birds, Reptiles, 
and Fishes, and was dated on the cover 1850. Thus the 
synonymy of the Bunting in question will stand as follows:— 
Emberiza sahari, Levaillant, jr., Exploration scientifique 
de Algérie, Atlas, Oiseaux, pl. ix. bis, fig. 2 (1850). 
“ Emberiza sahari, Levaill., jr,” Malherbe, Faune Orn. 
de Algérie, in Bull. Soc. d'IS Nat. de la Moselle, 
No. 7, p. 26, sep. cop. p- 21 (1855). 
“ Fringillaria sahara (Levaill. jr.),” Bp. Cat. des Ois. 
d’Eur. (Parzudaki), p. 18 (1856). 
“ Fringillaria sahari, Levaill. jr.,” Loche, Cat. des Mamm. 
et Ois. observés en Algérie, &c., p. 61 (1858). 
“ Fringillaria sahari, Bp.,’ Cat. des Produits de P Algérie, 
p. 85 (1858). 
Emberiza sahare, Tristram, Ibis, 1859, p. 34. 
“ Pyingillaria sahare, Byp.,” Tristram, Ibis, 1859, p. 295. 
Fringillaria sahara, Loche, Expl. seient. de PAlg., Hist. 
Nat. des Ois. i. p. 182 (1867). 
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No formal description of this Bunting appears to have 
been published previous to that by Loche in 1867. There 
appears to be no doubt that Levaillant was sclected to write 
the Mammals and Birds for the Expl. scient. de Algérie, 
and Carus and Engelmann in their ‘ Bibliotheca Zoologica,’ 
which appeared in 1861, referring to that work, cite Levail- 
lant as the author of the “ Mammifères et Oiseaux.” But 
Levaillant seems to have ceased to be a member of the Com- 
nussion in 1851, as on the titlepage of a pamphlet * issued 
by him in that year (for the loan of which I am indebted to 
Professor Newton) he designates himself as ex-member of 
the Commission. 

In order to save future workers the trouble of reference 
to Leyaillant’s work, I append herewith a list of the plates of 
birds contained in it, 15 in number, together with the corre- 
sponding names as they now stand, added where they differ 
from those which he gives :— 


Plate 1. Falco punicus, Levaill. 


Lbis. Ze Sacre, Belon. = Falco feldeggi, Schlegel. 

2. Falco belisarius, Levaill. = Aquila rapar (Temm.). 

3. Falco cirtensis, Levaill. = Buteo desertorum (Daud.). 

4. Strix numida, Levaill. = Carine glaux (Savigny). 

5. Picus algirus, Levaill. = Gectnus vaillanti (Malh.). 

6. Garrulus atricapillus, Is. Geoffr. = Garrulus cervicalis, Bp. 

7. figs. 1, la. Fringilla africana, Levaill.= Fringilla spodioyena, Bp. 
fig. 2. Parus ceruleanus, Malh. = Parus ultramarinus, Bp. 


8. Pica mauritanica, Malh, 
9, Picus numidicus, Malh. 
9 bis. tig. 1. Malurus numidicus = Argya fulva (Desf.). 
tig. 2. Emberiza sahari, Levaill. = Emberiza sahare, Levaill. 
10. Otis arabs, Linn. 
11. Otis tarda, Linn. 
12. Ibis calvus, Smith = Ibis comata (Rüpp.). 
13. Larus audouini, Peyr. 


II. MONTIFRINGILLA ALTAICA. 
In the Catalogue of Birds in the Brit. Mus. (xii. p. 266), 


* ‘Introduction à l'Histoire des Mammifères et des Oiseaux du Nord 
de l’Afrique, ete., par Levaillant, chef de bataillon, ex-membre de la 
Commission de l'exploration du Nord de Afrique” Philippeville, 1551. 
8yo. pp. 69. 
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Dr. Sharpe gives Eversmann’s Mountain-Finch under the 
name of “ Montifringilla sordida (Stoliczka) ” (J. As. Soe. 
Beng. xxxvii. p. 63, 1868), and, speaking of Eversmann’s 
name “ Fringillauda altaica,” says :=—“ This name is quoted 
by Severtzoff (Ibis, 1883, p. 60), but I have not been able to 
find where it was published, I have very little doubt that the 
oldest name of the present species is M. murrayi (Blyth, 
J. As. Soc, Beng. xxx. p. 458, 1863) ; but, as Mr. Hume 
is a little uncertain on the subject, I have adopted the one 
by which it is best known to ornithologists.” 

As a matter of fact, Eversmann’s description was published 
in 1818 (Fringilla altaica, Eversmann, Bull. Soc. Imp. Nat. 
Mose. Bd. xxi. p. 223), and consequently antedates both 
Blyth’s and Stoliezka’s names by many years. The correct 
name of this bird is therefore Montifringilla altaica (Eversm.), 
if it is to be placed in the genus Montifringilla. In the 
same volume (p. 219) Eversmann describes Alauda longi- 
pennis, and in this instance Dr. Sharpe (Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
xiii. p. 581) gives the reference correctly. 

I observe that Dr. Sharpe (tom. cit. p. 258) cites the genus 
Fringalauda as “ Fringillauda, Wodgs., in Gray’s Zool. Mise. 
p. 8t (1814) ;” but this is incorrect. Hodgson defined the 
genus most fully in 1836 (As. Res. xix. p. 158), and at the 
same time described Fringalauda nemoricola, this being his 
type of the genus, but writes it “ Fringalunda,” which was 
evidently a misprint for “ Fringalauda.” Blyth m 1844 
(Journ. As. Soc. Beng. xiii. part 2, p. 954) noticed this mis- 
print, and proposed to alter the name to Fringillauda. In 
Gray’s Zool. Mise. p. 84, the reference is in a bare list of 
birds, without any definition of the genus, as “ Fringilauda 
nemoricola.” I may add that Mr. Waterhouse, in his recently- 
published list of the Genera of Birds, gives all these refcrences 
quite correctly. 


III. Lanius pogpanowl. 
In the “Bericht über die Februar-Sitzung der allgemeinen 
deutschen ornithologischen Gesellschaft zu Berlin, No. 2 
(1893),” just received, I observe that [err Schalow makes 
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some remarks on Lanius raddei, mili, aud considers it pro- 
bably identical with Ofomela bogdanowi, Bianchi, Mél. 
biolog. du Bull. de PAcad. Imp. des Sci. St. Pétershourg, 
tome xii. p. 581 (1886). In this he is quite correct, for 
Mr. Pleske, of St. Petersburg, who was at my house not 
long ago, examined my specimen, and told me that it was 
identical with Bianchi’s bird, of which I was not previously 
aware, not having seen Bianchi’s description. The correct 
name of this Shrike is consequently Lanius bogdanowi 
(Bianchi). 


IV. BUTEO MENETRIESI. 


In the same “ Bericht ” Mr. Ehmcke describes as new a 
Buzzard from the Gumbinnen Kreis, under the name Buteo 
zimmermannæ, respecting which Mr. Matschie expresses 
the opinion that this form has been already referred to, 
and believes it to be Buteo minor of Ludw. Brehm 
(Naumannia, 1855, p. 268, descr. nulla). This I doubt, but 
it may possibly be Buteo minor, Heugl., Syst. Uebers. p. 5 
(1856), which von Heuglin deseribes as follows :—“ Gleicht 
dem F. buteo in Färbung vollkommen; ist aber schlanker 
und wenigstens um } kleiner.’ There is, however, I think, 
no doubt that it is the species described by Bogdanow in 
his work on the Birds of the Caucasus (‘ Ptitsui Kavkaza, 
p- 15, 1879) under the name Buteo menetriesi. This form 
is said to be tolerably common in Russia, and I have received 
several specimens of it from Archangel. It is a dark rufes- 
cent form of Buteo desertorum, and in my article on that 
species (B. of Eur. v. pp. 457-161, 1875) I referred to it a 
specimen from Archangel, from which indeed I cannot 
think Buteo menetriesi should be separated, even subspeci- 
fically. 

As Professor Bogdanow’s description is in Russian the 
following translation will probably be welcome to most non- 
Russian ornithologists :—‘‘ Female rather larger than the 
male; upper parts with the feathers dark brown, broadly 
margined with rufous, thus giving the back the appearance of 
being rufous with dark brown blotches ; throat and sides of the 
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head whitish red, striped with dark brown ; feathers on the 
underparts generally with a long and large ceutral chestnut- 
red bloteh, on which the black shaft of the feather shows 
prominently ; some feathers have two blotches—a basal one, 
brown, and a terminal one of a chestnut-red or reddish brown ; 
portion of the feather bordering and between the blotehes 
hight red or sandy yellowish red, becoming paler as the 
feather gets worn; feathers on the abdomen with the rufous- 
white portion more extensive, the spots assuming a diagonal 
direction, forming two or three bars on each feather ; under 
tail-coverts pale rufous, with pale chestnut stripes; wings 
blackish brown, the outer web of the primaries tinged with 
grey, the inner broad portion of the web white; secondaries 
brown on the outer web, the inner web also white, with broad 
diagonal bars, the innermost light rufous; scapulars brown, 
with broad rufous margins; thigh-feathers dark rufous, with 
black shafts; tail rich foxy-red; central rectrices clear 
rufous edged with whitish, with a broad terminal and two, 
three, or four narrower bars; external rectriecs with the 
outer web blackish brown, tinged with grey or reddish brown; 
the inner web rufous, with here and there brownish-black 
trausverse bars all along the feather, the terminal bar much 
wider; shafts of the feathers white; secen from below the 
tail is light brown with a whitish tinge, only one or two 
terminal bars being apparent, the others not being visible, 
The coloration of the tail is the most characteristic distine- 
tion, by which it may also be distinguished on the wing. 
Beak black, cere vellow, iris yellow, legs yellow, claws black.” 

The habitat given by Bogdanow is “ near Lake Azen-am ; 
valley of the White River (Bela), Psekoups and Tybinsk ; 
according to Nordmann, in Abkhasia and Mingrelia; and 
according to Michaloftsky, in Transcaucasia.” 


